CROP SGIENTIST

Design better crops to help feed
the world more sustainably and
efficiently. No farm background
required!

WHATIT IS

Imagine using cutting-edge science
and technology to grow the food, feed
and fiber crops that we all depend on.
You'll work with plants and everything
affecting their development—Iight,
water, temperature, nutrients, diseases,
weeds, insects. Think plant genetics
meets environmental science meets
biotechnology. You'll identify, develop,
and manage crops for agriculture,
urban spaces, and rangelands. Your
work spans activities from breeding

more nutritious crops to discovering
disease and pest-resistant varieties

to improving soil health. Every
breakthrough helps farmers grow more
food on less land with fewer resources.

CAREER PROFILE

A DAY IN THE LIFE

Most crop scientists work in a laboratory or research
setting. Your day may include:

« Designing plants that withstand drought, heat,
disease

«  Developing sustainable pest management
+ Researching plant nutrition and soil fertility
«  Exploring crop biodiversity

«  Testing new seed varieties

+ Using molecular biology and genetics to make

crops more nutritious and stress tolerant

+ Analyzing environmental impacts
+  Modeling crop yields using Al and data science

«  Working internationally to solve global food

hunger and security challenges




CROP SCIENTIST CAREER PROFILE

READY FOR SUCGESS

Your success begins with a passion for plant science and a strong foundation in related science like biology.
Practice a problem-solving mindset and develop your analytical thinking. Think about what most excites you:
plant breeding, genetics, molecular biology, biotechnology, plant physiology, pest and weed management,
turfgrass science, seed science, plant diseases, ecology. Seek out mentors and practice your lab skills.
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